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Coming Home
by Taylor Claxton

Ernest Joe has returned to Kathleen High School as the Principal for the
2017-2018 school year with the same passion and drive to make the school a
better place.
Mr. Joe takes great pride in Kathleen High School. ”I try to make KHS the
best in all that we do and I will continue to do so as well. I wouldn’t even change
anything about KHS because KHS is what I knew back then in 1975”. His favorite
things about KHS are the students, parents, teachers and staff. He appreciates
his staff by thanking them every day for all that they do, help them and support
them. Mr. Joe even states “I love the students a lot because the children are both
wild and curious but I share life skills and watch them grow”. Furthermore, Mr.
Joe always makes sure that he is keeping up with the students by remembering
faces, events, talks, and most importantly, by remembering one thing about each and every student. The negative things about KHS really bother Mr. Joe, especially the fighting. “The students
fighting just leads to no good so I like to try to meditate whatever the situation is. However, just always remember this, ‘If you fight, you got to take a flight”. Mr. Joe even hates when the people give
a negative perception about KHS without knowing all that goes on; he just doesn’t think it is really
fair to all the hard work that the staff and students of KHS put in everyday.
Mr. Joe shared a very touching story about his history with Kathleen and why he keeps coming
back to the ‘Leen. “Kathleen is in my blood,” said Mr. Joe, a KHS alumni from the class of 1975.
Though he left to attend a state university of a football scholarship, he came back to KHS to become
the head football coach and teacher. Later, he would move up the ranks into administration and end
up as principal at Tenoroc High School and eventually landing in the role of Senior Director of Diversity. But when Kathleen needed help back in 2014, Mr. Joe stepped up and became the KHS principal for the school year. “It’s honestly an honor and a privilege, they asked me actually to come back
and I gladly said yes. There is no place that I would rather be than KHS because it’s my heart, my
soul, and my home. It always will be my home. And that’s why I’m back.”
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Welcome Mr. Jackson
by Lionell Gary
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KHS alumni, Johnnie Jackson is the interim principal this year here at Kathleen High School. His passion is to help children succeed through life and stay
on the right track are keys to why he accepted the position here.
Mr. Jackson enjoys his job because he likes having the ability to help. Mr.
Jackson’s passion for Kathleen is to make it the best school as possible for the
kids: old and new. One of Mr. Jackson's goals is to have people view Kathleen
with a different mindset than they currently have. Too many people view KHS in
the negative, but that is not what Mr. Jackson sees when he walks about Kathleen. Mr. Jackson
sees students struggling to overcome obstacles that they have little control over and he sees students pushing themselves and their peers to be better than they are. Between Mr. Jackson and Mr.
Joe joining KHS this year, Mr. Miller, a Social Studies teachers, sees their positive influence on the
culture of the school and hopes it will continue.
KHS is important to Mr. Jackson not just because he will take over as principal next year or that
he is a Kathleen graduate, his son is a senior this year. According to Mr. Jackson, he couldn’t be
prouder of the young man he has become thanks in part to the positive influences here at KHS.
When not at KHS, which isn’t often,
Mr. Jackson spends quality time with
his wife and son. Mr. Jackson along
with the rest of KHS cannot wait to
see the great things that Mr. Jackson
will bring to the school as he continues to help us overcome our own
obstacles.

1100 Red Devil Way Lakeland FL 33815

Phone: (863) 499-2655

Phone: CFAA (863) 413-3620

Fax: (863) 499-2726

Reach Higher Week November 13‐17, 2017

Monday November 13
College Décor Competition

Tuesday November 14
Dream Job Dress Up & Resume Writing

Wednesday November 15
College T-shirt Day

Thursday November 16
Dress to Impress &
The Great American Teach In

Friday November 17
ROTC Challenge Rally during lunch

A en on Students/Parents
Deadline for 1st Quarter Recovery
Friday, December 8, 2017

Before School/During Lunch
1st Quarter Grade Recovery
Program

We are very excited to let you know that we have staff available to supervise students to
complete their 1st Quarter Grade Recovery Packets. If your child earned a “D” or an “F” in
any class, your child must secure the grade recovery packet from their teacher(s) so that they
can bring up their grade(s)! We will run the program in the Main Media Center before
school from 6:00—6:55 and during both lunches in the Dean’s office to allow students to
have a place to work on grade recovery work and on their current 2nd quarter assignments to
avoid being in the same position next quarter.
Students must bring their grade recovery work to the sessions to work on. We will collect
the assignments and return the assignments for the teachers to grade. Parents, please encourage your child to come to
the grade recovery locations to bring up their grade(s) if applicable. We will be glad to help all students who attend.
Any questions, let us know.

Please Join Us
Be a Part of Our Great
American Teach-In
Thursday, November 16,
2017
Contact
javon.smith@polk-fl.net
for more information

Important Dates to Remember
11/10/17

Veteran’s Day Holiday

11/10/17

Opening Night—Play

11/13-11/17/17

Reach Higher Week

11/14/17

FASFA Parent Night-Dream Center

11/17/17

2nd Quarter Interims

11/20-11/24/17

Holiday

Kathleen Boys Swim Team placed 4th out of 7
teams on Saturday morning at the District Championship as the smallest team with only seven
swimmers and no divers. All seven boys are advancing to Regionals on Friday. Standout Swims:
Senior Reston Bartlett won both the 50 and 100
Freestyle. Senior Brandon Alderman placed 3rd in
the 100 Freestyle. Freshman Korbin Harrison
placed 6th in the 100 Backstroke. And the 200
Freestyle Relay consisting of Reston Bartlett,
Brandon Alderman, Korbin Harrison, and Ethan
Nichols finished 2nd.

Mr. Kevin Robertson, Assistant Principal

Dr. Lia Maffett, The Right Hand of Kathleen

by Nikki Walker

by Brianna Hackler

Mr. Kevin Robertson is the Assistant Principal of KHS,
and he oversees all the building assets. This is his first year at
Kathleen, but he worked at George Jenkins as a Social Studies
teacher before moving up to Dean, and then, lastly, into an Assistant Principal position.
As Dean he oversaw all the janitors which included letting the
janitors know what unusual tasks needed to be done on top of
their daily tasks. But Mr. Robertson didn’t ask them to do anything he himself wouldn’t do; therefore, he could often be found
doing cleaning or moving furniture to help out. When the opportunity came up to move positions, he took it. This was essentially
the same job just with a different title. He has now been Assistant
Principal for 3 years and has found that here at Kathleen, he has
some of the same duties as GJ but new ones, too. Unlike other
schools where the position would deal solely with the operational
side of running the campus, he actually spends time helping with
discipline and occasionally, deals with academic issues.
Mr. Robertson loves his job, and he wouldn’t change anything
about the job itself. His biggest pet peeve is when the students
walk away from the authority when they are trying to help them.
He would like for the students here at KHS to focus on getting
good grades to graduate, and lastly, leave the drama at home. At
KHS, he would like to change how discipline and choice room
are handled because he believes long suspension because take
away from the learning. Making a difference in the lives of students and staff, Mr. Robertson believes strongly in the job he is
doing, and he loves working with students to help them reach
their goals .
Mr. Robertson believes that it is “when everyday difficulties
are seen as chances to overcome and get farther in life,” the
students here at Kathleen High School will grow into the young
people that the Staff believe they can be.

Dr. Lia Maffett, the Assistant Principal
of Curriculum is in charge of the all the
academic matters at KHS, and is an accomplished baker. She began her career in the
high school classroom teaching every business class available, from shorthand, web
design, and journalism in 6 other high
schools like Lake Region, Winter Haven,
Bartow Senior, Mulberry, etc. She would continue in the classroom for 20 years before she would move to KHS to serve in
positions such as an Academic Dean, Discipline Dean, Testing
Coordinator, and Network Manager. Six years ago, she spent a
year working as a Grant Coordinator when she helped KHS manage a 1.5 million dollar grant to cover programs out at the CFAA.
According to her, this positon was one of her favorites.
As the APC, she works with the teachers and other professionals on making sure that the academic needs are being met
for all KHS students, no matter their level or grade. Dr. Maffett
believes the job is not difficult, but it does have very long hours. If
she could change anything about KHS it would be to change the
public’s disappointing view of our school. She shows support for
all the students as education is about more than just sitting in a
classroom.
To get where Dr. Maffett is at now, she attended two colleges: UCF in Orlando and National Louis University in Ft. Lauderdale. She did all while raising four children. According to many of
the staff members and substitute teachers here at KHS, it’s Dr.
Maffett’s baking that they remember first about her. She makes
the best cupcakes according to Mr. Tucker, and Coach Shaw
believes that her breads are so moist that they give his mother’s
a run for her money. I, along with many faculty and staff members, are disappointed that Dr. Maffett will be retiring at the end
of the school year. She has done all these things in her life; it
amazes me. She has showed me that if you put your mind to it,
you CAN get the things you want. Dr. Maffett has been an asset
to KHS that will be hard to replace.

Mr. Montgomery
by Jaszyme Singh

Mr. William Montgomery is a paraprofessional at
KHS who also works as a sports official. He has been an
active para for four years. He chose to be a para so he
can help those in need get a good education. He works
specifically with a disabled student who needs help with
many of the physical aspects of school. After three full
years with the student in middle school, Mr. Montgomery
transitioned with him to high school and joined the KHS
family. He and the student were able to bond over their
love of football and science. According to the student, Mr.
Montgomery is a very helpful person who is selfless because “he encourages me every day, even when I’m just
not in the mood to do much.” Mr. Montgomery's favorite
quote is, “Just be you.” This is very helpful to kids that are
trying to figure out who they want to be in life.
During the last nine years, Mr. Montgomery also served
as an official for football, basketball and other sports. He
loves playing golf and collecting team shirts. His favorite
sports teams are the Tampa Bay Rays, Cleveland Cavaliers, and the Miami Hurricanes. Outside of sports and
school, Mr. Montgomery likes to watch Star Wars and be
with his family. Someday, he wants to visit Hawaii to play
golf on one of their beautiful courses. Currently, Mr. Montgomery is looking into getting involved in the Special
Olympics basketball program that is being formed to continue to help those who need extra help to be successful.

Say it ain't so! Good bye Mrs. Thomas
by Savannah Sikes-Hoff

Born in Winter Haven and raised in Auburndale, Mrs.
Penny Thomas has been a longtime Red Devil as an
employee of the Kathleen High School’s Front Office. Mrs.
Thomas works to keep the front office running by managing anything from sub-attendance, checking students in
and out, parking passes and much more. Mrs. Thomas
has been working here at KHS for about 10 years. Mrs.
Carter says Mrs. Thomas is good at her job because she
know attendance, and she's also good at finding coverage
for classes that need it.
Mrs. Thomas likes her position here at KHS; the only
thing she dislikes in when the students are disrespectful.
But it is the students that are the reason she comes back
to school every day. She states her family is very supportive of her job and only wants what's best for her in the
long run. In her free time, she enjoys time with her grandson. Sadly, Mrs. Thomas plans to be living in Alabama
within the next few months with her other daughter. So get
to know her while you can because she is a very special
and great addition to the KHS family.

What Makes a
Good Senior Portrait?
United Way Campaign Fundraising:
October 16—December 21,
2017.
One of the key focus areas for
the United Way is EDUCATION; investing to improve
academic achievement and
school readiness. United
Way of Central Florida’s mission is to improve lives and
strengthen our communities.
Every dollar raised makes a
difference. Together, we are
driving change to build better
lives and stronger communities.
United We ALL Win! To learn
more, visit: 2017 UWCF Campaign Video.

Senior
Reminders
Class of 2018, have you taken your Senior Yearbook Photo yet? No!?! Then you be er sign up
here: h ps://www.pres geportraits.com/
orlando

Last day is November 9th.

Sign up to get text message reminders through
Remind101

TEXT: 81010
MESSAGE:
@reddevil18

There is a $10 sitting fee for this service.

Want Push
Notifications for your
Smart Phone?

KHS Contact: Mr. Reeves

Visit:

rmd.at/reddevil18

Follow instructions to sign up;
you will be prompted to download
the mobile app.
Don’t have a mobile phone? Go
to rmd.at/reddevil18 on a desktop
computer to sign up for email
notifications.

https://parent.mypolkschools.net/

KHS's Testing Coordinator
by Maria Miguel-Jose,

Ms.Yara Suarez is the testing coordinator for KHS who works ensure that KHS is following
all the requirements for state testing. Ms. Suarez joined Kathleen last year from Crystal Lake
Middle School where she had been for three years prior. Mrs. Mahmood, long-time teacher at
KHS, thinks Ms. Suarez is a dedicated and hardworking person who has the hardest job on
campus. Ms. Suarez describes her working environment as so hectic and so busy because
she has a lot to do every day to make sure that the testing we are required to do goes off without a hitch. From arranging desks in the room to preparing teachers to be proctors, Mrs. Suarez often works late into the night to do her job. This shows her dedication. She also face
challenges in getting student to test because of various personal reasons on part of the student cause them to make bad choices sometimes. Ms. Suarez loves how Mr. Joe, our principal, is a positive role model to the students, and that he goes out of his way to make sure the
faculty and staff know he supports them. Another good thing about KHS from Mrs. Suarez’s
point of view is how closely faculty and staff work together to help each other be successful.
She couldn’t do her job successfully if it weren’t for all the support she receives from teachers
and staff members helping out with testing.
Before Mrs. Suarez got into education, she attended Jose S. Alegria Dorado High School
in her home country of Puerto Rico. Challenges that Ms. Suarez faced while in high school
were that she found it difficult to read and write in Spanish, but also in 9th grade, it was hard
for her to make friends. She later went on to the University of San Juan to study education.
The heroes in Ms. Suarez life are her parents, definitely her mom. When they moved to Chicago, her mom was very humble person. Ms. Suarez's mom provided her a lot with very little.
This made Ms. Suarez very grateful for her mom. Her long term goals include obtaining a
master's and maybe doctorate degree. She loves kids and has considered going back into the
classroom after a few years dealing with testing.

Senior Dues:
Cost: $50
Due: ASAP
Student who pay dues will receive TWO t-shirts: one for the
senior panorama and t-shirt with
all of the names of the seniors
printed on the back
Senior Dues cover the Senior
Panoramic t-shirt, the Senior
shirt, the Senior Cruise (not transportation or parking), the Senior
Breakfast, and to-be-determined
senior events and privileges
Paying Senior Dues: Main
Campus: Pay Senior Dues to
Mrs. Squire in the Main Office
during her specified office hours.
CFAA: Pay Senior Dues to Ms.
Bass in Room 209. Ms. Bass is
available from 1:35 to 2:30 Monday through Friday. You may
submit a partial payment for the
senior panoramic shirt (minimum
$10). However, you are required
to pay the REMAINDER of the
senior dues before you get the
2nd t-shirt w/names.

CHESS

KHS Tutoring Schedule
Mondays and Thursdays 2:05‐3:05 (unless other noted)
Subject

Chess prac ce
Tuesdays and Thursdays a er
school

Mondays

Tuesdays

ACT/SAT

Mrs. Edwards
Main Media Ctr

Ms. Diaz
ACT/ESOL
Main Media

Reading/
English

Mrs. O’Sullivan Mrs. Cochran
13-006
CFAA

Math

Science

Ms. Nicholson
14-036

Spaghetti & Meatballs, Breadstick or
Chef Salad or Turkey & Cheese Sub/
Flatbread, Steamed Veggies, Lettuce &
Tomato, Fruit, Garden Salad

Mrs. Cochran
CFAA

Mrs. Cochran
CFAA

Mr. Davis
31-127

Ms. Orr
Ms. Orr
ACT/Science ACT/Science
14-019
14-019
Mrs. Weldon
Economics, AP
Human Geo,
World History
01-316
CFAA (1:453:45)

Lunch Menu
College & Career Help
(ACT/SAT
Sign Ups, College Applications

Thursdays
Ms. Bass 1st
& 3rd Thursday
Main MC

PERT Tutoring
Mrs. Miller
Main Media

Mr. Bakker
31-115

Social Studies

Monday—November 6, 2017

Wednesdays

Sprouse

Mrs. Brown
Main Media
Center

(CFAA)
Media Center

Tuesday—November 7, 2017

Korean BBQ Taco, Mini Flatbread,
Cookie or Asian Chicken Salad or Ham
& Cheese Sub/Greek Chicken Wrap,
Cole Slaw, Potato Fries, Veggie Combo
Wednesday-November 8, 2017

Stromboli, Fruit Salad, Yogurt Crush
Cup or Italian Pizza Sub/Flatbread,
Steamed Broccoli, Broccoli Salad, Veggie Combo, Spiced Fruit
Thursday—November 9, 2017

Chicken Tenders or Maple Waffle or
Chicken Caesar Salad or Turkey &
Cheese Sub or Chicken Salad Wrap,
Baked Beans, Bean Salad, Fresh Fruit,
Juice
Friday—November 10, 2017

Holiday/No School

Ms. Davis Guidance Counselor
by Jailasha Moye
Ms. Mia Davis is one of the five Guidance Counselor for Kathleen High School.
She is determined to help kids get the information and stuff they need to graduate.
Ms. Davis has been working as a Guidance Counselor for Kathleen High for a
year and a half.. She became a guidance counselor because she felt that if her guidance counselor had taken the time to get to know her and asked her questions about
what she wanted to do after high school, she could have earned more scholarships,
taken the SAT/ACT multiple times, gotten involved with upward bound, and been
exposed to more opportunities that were available for students with single parents
and first generation homes. There is so much out there for students that they are not
aware of, and she wants to be a source for them to get the knowledge and exposure
that she, herself, didn't receive. One of the people she works with in the offices, Ms.
McLeish said, “Ms. Davis is making sure the kids are successful and get scholarships.” Ms. McLeish and Ms. Davis are coffee buddies in the morning, and Mrs.
McLeish is in awe of Mrs. Davis’s energy because on top of working on all day, Mrs.
Davis “does extra activities for KHS like helping at pep rallies, dances, proms, football
games, and even is a co-sponsor of P.E.A.R.L.S.” According to McLeish “Ms. Davis
is very nice, sweet, respectful, and professional.” Mr. Davis said she is different from
other counselors by taking time to get to know her students and by mentoring a few
of them. Her students are allowed to be themselves when they talk to her, and they,
her students, know that she truly care about them and is willing to help them out and
listen to them.”
She is also co-sponsor of the all-girls group named P.E.A.R.L.S, a mentoring
group for girls all ages. There are after school meetings twice a month here at Kathleen, and they go places either after school or on the weekend to help expand their
horizons. Mr. Davis is glad she is in this group because she didn’t have the support
when she was growing up. She also does charity events with P.E.A.R.L.S, and helps
them with getting community service hours.

Mrs. Locke EOSL Para
by Salma Arreguin

Mrs. Margarita Locke is the English as a Second Language Para Professional here at Kathleen High School
who works with students who are learning English.
Before coming to work at Kathleen in 2015, Mrs.
Locke worked with students in the ESOL program from
different schools at Garner Elementary and Winter Haven
Middle school. Currently, Mrs. Locke works with about 40
Spanish speaking students, and sometimes students who
have progressed out of the program but who still need
some help. When helping the ESOL students, she helps
them with basic vocabulary, pronunciation, and with any
English they don’t already know in areas of communication, writing, listening, and reading skills. When working
with the students, she sometimes has trouble because the
education culture of the US is different than that of their
home countries. Sometimes, her students have bad days
where they bring themselves down because they think
they don’t belong here, which bothers Mrs. Locke. Because of this, she works hard to bond with her students to
help them see that they have such great opportunities
here, but they need to work hard, sometimes even harder
than others, to achieve them.
Mrs. Locke was born in Cuba and attended the University of Havana where she received a Bachelor’s Degree in
Social Studies and a Master’s Degree in Education. She
speaks both English and Spanish, but admits that her
Spanish is still better than her English. The family here at
KHS have helped her improve her English because as her
students work, she learns alongside them sometimes.
She chose to work with the ESOL program because she
felt closer to home with the students who came from a
different countries and she too understands their struggles. When she has time to herself she likes to read
books and think of new materials and new ideas to use
with her ESOL students.
As an ESOL teacher Mrs. Locke has helped students
graduate, pass tests, and has helped students understand
the English language. According to teachers, Mr. Gulley
and Mrs. Roque, they are thankful to have her because
she is able to help the students be successful and has
also helped these teachers to be better for their students.
Students, like Lesly Aquino and Maria Diaz, are grateful to
have her because she has done the best she can to help
these students be successful, even when they didn’t believe in themselves.

Chess Tournament
Some pics of 2017-18
1st chess tournament.
Coach Bakker and 7
teammates. Mr. Bakker
and the team are getting
ready for 2nd tournament on November 18.

Fellowship of Christian Athletes Huddle
Meetings/Devotionals
Join us Thursday Mornings for a great time of growth and
fellowship as we impact this campus as ONE.
ALL STUDENTS ARE WELCOME!
Bring a friend –
ARE YOU IN?

Planes Fundraisers
Chick-Fil-a

Nov 16, 2017

Dec. 21, 2017

Jan. 18, 2018

Feb. 15, 2018

March 15, 2018

April 19, 2018

2 Infinity

February 15, 2018

Skate World

Jan. 18, 2018

Dress Down Days (Ticket sales will be Thursdays during lunch
and before school on Fridays!)
December 1, 2017

February 23, 2018 April 27, 2018

January 12, 2018

March 9, 2018

January 26, 2018

March 23, 2018

February 9, 2018

April 6, 2018

